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approaching him for his Blessings should not suffer from
hunger and in line with it, the pontiffs occupying the peeta
of the Sri Mutt, are to this day, carrying out the
customary feeding of the devotees, scrupulously and
without break.

There was a suggestion at one point of time that food
be provided only to those doing sevas like the
"Rathothsava seva", but it was turned down by the
pontiff, who was disinclined to change a practice that
had been established by Sri Raghavendra.

The main purpose of Annadhanam is to make
available to the devotees the prasad of the Almighty that
has the power of curing ailments , physical and mental.
Devotees come there not only for worshipping Sri
Raghavendra and witnessing the grand spectacle of the
Moola Rama puja and Mahamangalarathi, but also to
partake in the Thirthaprasad (or lunch) provided by the
Sri Mutt on a grand scale, that is referred to as
Annadhanam in the religious nomenclature.

We eat a variety of victuals at home and consume
luxurious food items in parties, but what is it that singles
out the Mantralaya prasad? Undoubtedly, it is its Divine
power to cure diseases and provide devotees with the
sort of contentment that normally eludes one.

Not' all devotees visiting Mantralaya enjoy an
affordable economic status. In fact, a majority of them
being the less fortunate ones, free meal (as
Annadhanam) is provided by the Sri Mutt, with the noble
idea of not burdening them with food expenses,
particularly when they come there for darshan of Sri